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Mathematical Development


During this term, the children are becoming much more at home in the provision.  They are beginning to be able to choose their own learning but are also able to sit and focus in an adult-led situation for a little longer.  To this effect, we will be introducing a daily maths input with an adult.  We will focus on a different objective each day and then the children will have many opportunities to continue with their learning independently. The children need to continue to work on understanding that when they count objects they can touch each one as they count, but also that they can count things which cannot be touched such as jumps and skips.  This ties in nicely with our physical development where we are learning to hop, skip and jump.  Please continue to practise counting to 20 with your child and allowing them opportunities to count objects (cars, sheep, anything really) to really secure their understanding.





Our theme for Spring 2018 is


 ‘Dazzling Dinosaurs and Crumbling Castles’





Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing


The children continue to have a daily phonics session and are now beginning to blend sounds into words.  I will be planning an early reading workshop this term, so watch this space.  They are now beginning to show interest in the literacy books and sessions that we do with our KS1 children, showing me that they are ready for a little more structure and so this term, they will be able to join KS1 for a short adult led input.  The Reception children will then carry out a short adult-led activity each day.  There will then, once again, be ample opportunity and invitation for the children to continue their learning in their own activities during their ‘Busy Learning time’. 





In the Spring Term of the Reception year, the children are beginning to settle into the school routine and are ready to take their learning to the next level.  At this point it is time to introduce a little more adult-led and focussed learning to ensure that the children have the tools that they need to put their learning into context within their play.  Independent ‘Busy Learning’ still makes up at least 50% of their learning time and adult-led sessions are short and focussed with highly engaging activities.  


Our Role Play Areas will be set up indoors and outdoors.  The children would like a dinosaur museum in the outdoor area and we feel that the children need as many opportunities as possible to practise their numbers to 20, so we are setting up the indoor role play area as our ‘Number House’





Understanding the World


With the cold winter weather, the children have been thinking about the changing state of water from liquid to solid. This has led nicely on to looking at the effect of heat and cold on different materials and whether these changes can be changed back.  As part of our cookery sessions we will be looking at melting ingredients such as chocolate and butter.  We have also made tiles in our Christian Distinctiveness Week and have discussed how the clay has hardened when it was heated.





ICT Activities


The children will begin to complete a series of challenges to collect their colours (awards) and then use these to contribute towards creating a cyber-safety rainbow, the children will understand the meaning of staying safe online and the importance of keeping personal information and passwords safe.


Let me know how your children are getting on with their Bug Club books.








Expressive Art & Design


The children continue to have access to all indoor and outdoor resources and have made good use of our role play areas, mud kitchen and stage.  We are having a big push on learning and singing nursery rhymes and other songs. During our RE, we will continue to tell stories through drama, role play and small world.





Understanding of Faith Belief and Cultures


The children will be learning a little about the word Salvation and how it links to Jesus’ name.  They will be continuing to try to understand more about why Christians put a cross in an Easter garden in our weekly RE sessions.  The children will continue to explore their own thoughts and beliefs during our worship sessions and have made a great start during our Christian Distinctiveness Week. In PSHE the children will be setting themselves new targets and planning strategies for how best to achieve these.





THE VISIT/VISITOR


Trip to Seaton Jurassic, fossil hunting on the beach.








Physical Development


Despite the weather, we encourage the children to play and explore outside whenever possible.  We have a good range of unstructured equipment to enhance and develop their physical skills.  The children also take part in a daily PE session to encourage development of fundamental physical skills.


The children’s writing skills are now beginning to emerge and they practise pencil skills and letter formation as well as a range of fine motor development activities (or anything that encourages the pincer grip movement between finger and thumb).








